
English Medium-Term Plan Year 3 
Fiction focus 
Non-fiction 
focus 
Poetry 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Purpose 1. Writing to 
entertain 

2. Writing to 
entertain 

1. Writing to 
entertain 

2. Writing to 
entertain 

1. Writing to 
entertain 

2. Writing to 
inform 

1. Writing to 
inform 

2. Writing to 
entertain 

1. Writing to 
entertain 

2. Writing to 
persuade 

1. Writing to 
inform 

2. Writing to 
entertain 

 

Core English 
Texts 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Short Burst 
Writing 

 
Sentences produced during the skills phase should be purposeful and transferable into the writing phase.  

 

Final 
Outcomes 
(including 
poetry) 

1. Poetry writing 
outcome for Topsy 
Turvey World by 
William Brightly 
Rands 

2. Retell using The 

Rhythm of the 

Rain by Grahame 

Baker-Smith 

1. Retell using 
Stone Age Boy 
by Satoshi 
Kitamura 

2. Setting 
description for 
Twas the night 
before 
Christmas by 
Clement Clark 
Moore 

1. Character 
description 
showing 
contrast using 
Perfectly 
Norman by Tom 
Percival  

2. Newspaper 
report about 
the Witches by 
Roald Dahl 

1. Instructions 
how to catch a 
child using the 
Witch by Roald 
Dahl 

2. Alternative 
story ending 
using Egyptian 
Cinderella by  

1.Setting 
description of 
contrasting 
seasons using The 
Secret Garden by 
Mary Sebag-
Montefiore 

2. Persuasive letter 
using Charlotee’s Web 
by E.B.White 

1. Non 
chronological 
report following 
our trip to 
Fountains 
Abbey 

2. Retell using 
Tuesday by 
David Wiesner 

 



Authorial 
Intent 

Children understand 
the purpose of the 
piece they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around 
who their audience 
would be. 
 
Use familiar story 
structures to retell an 
adventure story.   
 
Children will be able to 
sequence their writing 
so it takes the reader 
on a journey. 
 
Use senses to describe 
a setting. 
 
To engage in 
discussions around 
‘mood’ and what this 
means with links to 
how a setting can 
affect this.  
 

Children understand 
the purpose of the 
piece they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around 
who their audience 
would be. 
 
Children can focus on 
one part of a story and 
retell this in detail. 
 
Children can use 
specific vocabulary to 
show a change in 
setting.  
 
To discuss how 
adjective choices 
create mood. 
 
Use some of the 
senses to describe a 
setting. Select these 
carefully to have the 
desired affect on the 
reader.  
Children will select 
vocabulary to evoke 
emotion in the reader. 
 
 
 
 
By the end of the 
Autumn term, we 
would expect them to 

Children understand the 
purpose of the piece 
they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around who 
their audience would 
be. 
 
Children understand 
that an author creates a 
character based off 
their appearance and 
personality.  
 
Children will select 
vocabulary to show a 
contrast in the 
character’s appearance 
and emotions.  
 
Select tier 2/3 language 
to inform the reader. 
 
Children will be able to 
sequence their writing. 
 
Children can identify 
and select key facts 
(5Ws). 
 
Children can condense 
information to inform 
on the key facts.  
 
In non-narrative 
material, using simple 
organisational devices. 

Children understand the 
purpose of the piece 
they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around who 
their audience would 
be. 
 
Children will be able to 
plan and write steps in 
order.  
 
Children draw on ideas 
from the author’s style 
and mimic this. 
 
Select tier 2/3 language 
to inform the reader. 
 
Use familiar story 
structures, altering 
characters and events.  
 
Children will think 
carefully about 
descriptive vocabulary 
to describe a historical 
setting. 
 
Select tier 2/3 language 
to inform the reader. 
 
 
By the end of the Spring 
term, we would expect 
them to be developing 
in these skills. 

Children understand 
the purpose of the 
piece they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around 
who their audience 
would be. 
 
Identify and select 
vocabulary that shows 
contrast and change.  
 
To engage in 
discussions around 
‘mood’ and what this 
means with links to 
how seasons can 
affect this.  
 
To make adjective 
choices which create 
mood. 
 
Children will select 
similes to help paint a 
picture in the reader’s 
mind. 
 
In non-narrative 
material, using simple 
organisational devices. 
 
Children will draw on 
character’s 
experiences and 
emotions to explain 
their motives.  

Children understand the 
purpose of the piece 
they are writing. 
 
Children can engage in 
discussions around who 
their audience would 
be. 
 
Children understand 
that some pieces of 
writing do not need a 
set sequence.  
 
Select tier 2/3 language 
to inform the reader. 
 
In non-narrative 
material, using simple 
organisational devices 
(?). 
 
Use familiar story 
structures to retell. 
 
Children will be able to 
sequence their writing 
so it takes the reader on 
a journey. 
 
Use senses and similes 
to describe a setting. 
 
To engage in discussions 
around ‘mood’ and 
what this means. 
 



be emerging in these 
skills. 

  
Children know that a 
letter needs an 
address. 
 
 
 

To make adjective 
choices which create 
mood. 
 
By the end of the 
Summer term, we 
would expect them to 
be secure in these skills. 
 

Skills Phase  Use the correct verb 
form to write in the 
past tense.  
 
Write expanded noun 
phrases (2 adjectives + 
a noun separated by a 
comma). 
 
Identify and use 
prepositions. 

Select suitable 
adjectives to fit the 
mood. 
  
Use subordinating 
conjunctions ‘when’ 
and ‘however’.  
 
Understand subject/ 
verb agreement (was/ 
were)- starter.  
 
Select and use 
appropriate adverbs 
(ly).  
 
Understand that 
paragraphing can be 
used when changing 
setting.  
 

 
Select suitable 
adjectives to fit the 
mood. 
 
Use apostrophes for 
possession.  
 

Use verbs forms for 
present tense.  
 
Begin to use the 
progressive tense.  
 
Use commas in a list 
(starter- revision).  
 
Use apostrophes for 
possession to include 
plural nouns.  
 
Select and use 
appropriate pronouns.  
 
 

 
Begin to use inverted 
commas to show words 
that someone has said.  
 
Use verb forms for past 
tense (starter- revision). 
 
Begin to use past 
progressive tense.  
 

Use apostrophes for 
both possession and 
omission (starter- 
revision). 
 
Select appropriate 
adverbs. 
 
Use both co-ordinating 
and subordinating 
conjunctions (include 
since and as).  
 
Use apostrophes for 
omission.  
 

 
Use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct 
speech.  
 
Understand that ‘ly’ 
adverbs can move to 
the start of a sentence.  
 
Know that adverbials 
should be followed by a 
comma.  

Introduce similes.  
 
Understand that ‘ly’ 
adverbs can move to 
the start of a 
sentence.  
 
Know that adverbials 
should be followed by 
a comma. 
 
Use a full range of 
subordinating 
conjunctions.  
 
Use prepositions 
(starter- revision). 
 

 
Use paragraphing 
(introduction, what I 
want, conclusion). 
 
Understand the 4 
sentences types 
(statement, question, 
command and 
exclamation). 
 

Use a combination of 
past and present tense 
to show comparisons.  
 
Use adjectives to show 
factual information.  
 
Use a range of 
conjunctions.  
 

 
Inverted commas to 
show character 
speaking.  
 
Children will use 
adverbs of manner 
including fronted 
adverbials.  
 
Use prepositional 
phrases. 
 
Use similes.  



Use subordinate 
conjunction ‘as’. 
  

Understand that 
paragraphing can be 
used to change events 
(introduction 5Ws, what 
happened, what the 
outcome is/ what’s 
happening now).  
 
Identify and use 
adverbials of time with 
commas after these.  

Use first person 
(starter- revision). 
 
Use the progressive 
tense.  
 

Editing  
Children will develop as editors continuing to develop the year 2 skills of reading their work aloud to a peer or an adult and refining tense and 

punctuation. 
 

In addition, in Year 3, children will learn how to edit person by checking that 1st and 3rd person pronouns are consistent throughout a piece of writing. 
Children will also begin to suggest vocabulary level changes such as verbs and adjectives to be more specific for the reader. 

 

Spelling Low Ash spelling scheme 
At Low Ash we know that learning to spell is an essential skill, and in order for children to become successful writers they need to spell accurately. Within 
school, children will learn the rules and conventions of the spellings, alongside systems and strategies needed to become confident spellers. In Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 the children have daily read, write, inc lessons where they learn phonemes and graphemes and high frequency words. In Years 2, 3, 4, 5 

and 6 the children will also be taught spelling, which focuses on acquiring knowledge of spelling conventions patterns and rules.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Poetry  Poetry writing outcome for Topsy Turvey World 
by William Brightly Rands 

 
 
Twas the night before Christmas by Clement Clark 
Moore 

 
 

 Dream Variations by Langston Hughes 

 



SMSC texts 

 
 


